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Coming Events  

Thurs 11 October -     

EGDOC General Meeting, 

Club Rooms, Velodrome, 

7.30pm. All Welcome. 

 

 

Yellow 

Bandanas 

Have you seen the dogs at 

club wearing the yellow   

bandanas?   

This means these dogs need 

more space than other dogs. 

This can be for various    

reasons like they are  un-

comfortable greeting other 

dogs.   

PLEASE DO NOT let your 

dog rush up to these dogs.  

Please talk to the owners, 

keeping your dog under  

control i.e.: sitting at your 

side & making sure that your 

dog is not staring at the dog     

wearing the Yellow Bandana. 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Editor 

Welcome to the October edition of the       

EGDOC Newsletter. 

What a strange month we have just been 

through. It’s been wet, windy, hot and 

cold and I would love just a little more 

consistency! Spring teases us with what 

looks to be preparation for hot summer 

and then smacks us back down into real-

ity with some bitterly cold days. The AFL 

Grand Final was a testament to the crazy, 

mixed up days that Spring can offer and I 

was just glad to be indoors. :)  

There is not a lot to report on in this 

newsletter, with much of the effort from 

Club members going into the preparation 

for our upcoming trial over the weekend 

of 13/14 October.  

These trials take a huge amount of work 

to organise, particularly as we want to 

show our Club in the best light possible 

(here’s hoping the weather can help us 

here too) and ensure competitors have a 

good time as well.  

We still need some help with catering and 

manpower over the weekend, so please 

get in touch with Pat Brewer (contact  

details inside newsletter) if you can      

assist. Thank you! 

 

REMINDERS for 2012  

House keeping 

Please remember to wear your name tag, if 

there is not one on the board please speak 

with the membership officer. Name tag 

board is by alphabetical order, Surname first. 

Please sign the book provided every Sunday 

for insurance purposes. It is located on the 

table near the name tag board. 

Please make sure you pick up after your 

dog! There is a bin provided for all your gar-

bage & dog poo. Please make sure that poo 

is in a plastic bag before it goes into the bin. 

Tea and Coffee is free for members; all that 

is asked is that you clean up after yourself. 

So please feel free to stay after classes and 

“have a cuppa”.  

Soft drinks in the fridge are $1 ea.       

Chocolates are $0.50 each. Help yourself. 

There is a money tin in the fridge. This runs 

on an honour system.  

In this issue 

EGDOC Committee Positions P.2 

Club Sponsorship Deal: Get your discount 

vouchers P.3 

Upcoming events - Gippsland SHOW P.4, 5 

EGDOC Events - October Trial P.6 

Class Updates, Meet our Instructors P.7 

Pet ownership in Australia P.8  

Kids & Dogs P.9 

What in the world??, Barking dogs P.10 

A word from our Sponsors P.11 - 13 
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EGDOC Committee Positions 

President: Peter McMaster 

Vice President: Pat Brewer 

Secretary: Julie Hollonds 

Treasurer: Kathy Vernon 

Committee Members: Sue Bryant, Natalie Evans, 

Vicki Green, Leah Hepworth, Nicole Jenkins, Nicole 

Newman, Lynne Rapson, Frank Vanatta, Janice    

Vanatta, Tee Watt 

 

Club Room Supplies: Denise Hennessey 

Equipment Sales: Natalie Evans & Nicole Newman 

Instructors: Pat Brewer, Sue Bryant, Laura Duck, 

Sherran Howlett, Peter McMaster, Lynne Rapson, 

Melissa Tatterson, Anne Thomas, Frank Vanatta, 

Janice Vanatta, Kathy Vernon, Beryl Walden, Mavis 

Weymouth  

Instructors in Training:Leah Hepworth, Julie      

Hollonds, Sarah Vranek 

Librarian: Your instructor, but we are looking for a 

volunteer. 

 

Membership Officer: Pat Brewer 

Newsletter Editor: Nicole Jenkins 

Publicity Officer: Looking for a volunteer 

Puppy Preschool Instructors: Sue Bryant, Natalie 

Evans, Leah Hepworth, Janice Vanatta, Mavis Wey-

mouth 

Raffles/Fundraising: Beryl Walden 

 

Sub Committee Coordinators  

Agility:Pat Brewer 

Catering at trials: Looking for Volunteers 

Obedience: Janice Vanatta 

Webmaster: Phil Miller 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

The East Gippsland 

Dog Obedience     

Committee (EGDOC)

meets at the Club 

rooms, velodrome, 

once a month on every 

second Thursday. 

 

Next Meeting will be 

held on Thursday 11 

October 2012 at 

7.30pm. 

 

New members are   

always welcome and 

encouraged to         

participate to have a 

say in the running of 

the Club. 

 

We are still looking for 

volunteers to act as the 

Librarian, Publicity  

Officer and also to   

assist with Catering at 

Trials. If interested, 

please speak to any 

member of the Club 

Committee. 

Life Members 

1984  Val Karpys 

1987  Mike White 

1987  Karen White 

1989  Janice Vanatta 

1989  Mavis Weymouth 

 

1990  Rob Williams 

1990  Carol Williams 

1994  Rex White 

1994  Jo Morgan 

1998 Joan Kingshott (dec.) 

 

2000  Fiona Gilbert 

2000  Alicia Larsen 

2001  Willy Lucas 

2008  Pat Brewer 

2011 Peter McMaster 

 

2011  Kathy Vernon 

2011  Lynne Rapson 

2011  Beryl Walden 

2012  Natalie Evans 

2012  Sue Bryant 

2012  Frank Vanatta  
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Speak to Janice Vanatta when you are next at the Club to receive your $20 discount 

vouchers to use at ‘Fish and Feather’ in Sale (nearest stockist).  

We also have sample bags for you to take home for your beloved pet to try. Make sure 

you get yourself a bag when you are next at Club. 
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UPCOMING  

Events 
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UPCOMING  

Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

In 2000, 33% of Austra-
lian pets were classified 
as obese. Today that 
figure is almost 50%!  

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF YOUR PET IS OVERWEIGHT? 

THE RIB TEST  

The proof of whether your little mate is no longer ‘so little’ lies wrapped around their chest. That’s 
because most pets deposit excess body fat over their ribs. So feeling here can give you a great 
idea of how well you’re managing their weight. For starters, you shouldn’t be able to ‘see’ their 
ribs. If you can, then they are simply too skinny. 

** Taken from the booklet ‘Woolworths pets, your guide to pet care for spring’, article by Dr. Chris 
Brown, page 4. 

 

 

 



 6 

EGDOC Trial 

 

OCTOBER 
TRIAL 

Sat 13 & Sun 14 
October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMED.. It’s going to be a big trial!  

The trial is shaping up to be a big one.  Upon last check, we had 750 entries.  So it will be a full 
on weekend.  On the Saturday night Pat Brewer has made reservations at the Greyhound Club 
for a meal.  If you will be coming along, could you please let Pat know via email to:                  
patbrew@bigpond.com so she can add you to the numbers.  It is usually an enjoyable night and 
a chance to talk agility to fellow competitors and judges 

 

 

 

 

 

We are still looking for volunteers to help with the catering, set up and pull down for the trial 
over the weekend of 13/14 October.  

If you don’t mind spending some time in the kitchen, there are a number of salads, desserts and 
something for afternoon tea needed on the Saturday to feed the judges and stewards.  

We would also like to sell cakes, slices and biscuits over the two days, so donations of these 
items, separately wrapped ready to sell would be fantastic. 

If you are not a cook, we also need manpower. 

* On Saturday from 10am to 11am, we need a team of workers to put up five gazebos.  

* On Saturday from 9am to 11am we need help to get all the equipment down to the rings and 
build the courses. 

* On Saturday afternoon from 12:30 to about 5pm, we are looking for a Steward to help on the 
Masters Ring. The job will involved changing the height of equipment and altering courses. 

We also need someone willing to sell Tea, Coffee, Soft Drinks, Water, Cakes and slices through-
out the trial. Please email Pat Brewer (patbrew@bigpond.com) and let her know what you can 
provide. Thanks very much!! 
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Puppy Preschool and Therapy Dogs 

6 enrolments during September for Puppy Preschool. Therapy dogs going well. 

Rally O, Agility, Obedience 

No reports this month 

 
 
Our condolences to Melissa and family on the loss of their 
beautiful Mouse. 
 
 
 
 
 

Extension to storage shed – Permit approved, excavation to be done as soon as possible. 

 

We now have 206 members at our Club! Nice work :)   

 

 

INTRODUCING FRANK VANATTA with SNICKERS! 

Frank was born in the 

USA, and after visiting 

Australia a few times, 

married Janice here in 

early 1970. They lived in 

the USA until moving 

back to Australia in mid 

1971. 

Frank trained as a     

helicopter pilot in the US 

Army. He did a tour in 

Vietnam in 1967-68, fly-

ing over 1,500 combat 

hours and being twice 

awarded the               

Distinguished Flying 

Cross, among other 

medals. After Vietnam, 

he spent about a year and a half as an instructor pilot in the Army’s   Advanced Flight School.  

After moving to Australia, Frank did tours flying in Papua New Guinea for a while. He began a 

32 year career flying offshore oil support for Esso in late 1972, and retired in early 2005 with 

over 21,000 accident free flight hours. While working for Esso, he ran training classes for the 

company’s co-pilots on helicopter systems and operating procedures. Frank also instructed with 

the local Air Force cadets, eventually becoming the Flight Commander. 

Frank was around the club when it began in 1978 in a support role to his wife, Janice. When his 

daughters were a bit older and became interested in horses, he became more involved in the 

Longford Pony Club. After they graduated from University and moved away from home, he     

followed Janice back to the dog club.  

After many years in the background with the club, Frank was convinced to “have a dog of his 

own” and an Australian Shepherd names Snickers came into his life. After starting to train   

Snickers, Frank was roped into renewing his instructing role - this time with the Dog Club. 

CLASS UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

Mouse, Rest in 
Peace.. 

 

 

EGDOC General 
News 

 

 

MEET OUR  

INSTRUCTORS 
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PET OWNERSHIP IN AUSTRALIA  

12 million Australians are associated with pets.  

63% of the 7.5 million households in Australia own pets.  

Australia has one of the highest rates of pet ownership in the world.  

91% of pet owners feel 'very close' to their pet, emphasising -pets are an essential member of 

the family.  

Pets were a normal part of childhood for more than 83% of Australians.  

Australians who do not currently own a pet, 53% would like to do so in the future.  

Without pets we’d also have to think twice about that second sausage at the Christmas BBQ. 

Research shows that pet ownership amounts to a possible 4% reduction in risk of heart dis-

ease – the equivalent to starting a low-salt diet or cutting down on alcohol.  

Finally, our love of pets really helps the Australian economy. In 2007, we spent $4.74 billion 

on our pets including food, services & health. 

Yes, Australians love their pets & they, in turn, love us back & help our health & well-being. So 

an Australia without pets? As the bloke from “the Castle” would say, “Tell ‘em they’re dream-

ing!” 

“Dogs are so important to their owners that they can, in many instances, make or break a rela-

tionship. If you really want to please your partner this Valentine's Day, you might be better off 

buying chew toys than chocolate!" 

Make sure your mate's feelings for you are genuine! 14% admitted they might continue dating 

someone they didn't like all that much, just to spend time with their dog.  

Before you date a dog lover, make sure you like their dog too!  

A whopping 66% of dog owners said they wouldn't even consider dating someone who didn't 

like their dog. 

The greatest pleasure of a dog is that you make a fool of yourself with him, and not only will 

he not scold you, but he will make a fool of himself too. 

When dogs leap onto your bed, it's because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto 

your bed, it's because they adore your bed. 

 

3 SIMPLE STEPS TO GOOD BEHAVIOUR 

1.. UNDERSTAND why your dog is behaving the way they do 

Maybe your dog is bored or has anxiety when it’s left alone? Try and satisfy their needs with 
more stimulation of company. 

2.. TEACH your dog the way you would them to behave 

Use firm commands, such as “no” and “sit” to instruct your dog on how you would like it to be-
have. Use a firm tone when commanding.. 

3.. REWARD the behaviours you want them to continue doing 

Every time your dog behaves well, reward them with a pat, toy or treat. Continue to do this 
until their good behaviour is commonplace. 

** Taken from the booklet ‘Woolworths pets, your guide to pet care for spring’, page 9. 
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KIDS and 
DOGS  

 

Information from 
ROYAL CHILDRENS 
HOSPITAL         
MELBOURNE 

 

The Petcare 
Information &         
Advisory Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teach children that if 
approached by an 
unfamiliar dog, then 
stand still like a 
statue, arms by their 
sides, hands in a fist 
& not to scream.  

 

Teach them to not 
make eye contact 
with the dog, by look-
ing down at their own 
feet. 

 

A SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER... 

• Chooses a dog that is suited to their family’s lifestyle & environment. 

• Teaches their dog good manners such as “come”, “stay”, “sit”, & “drop” & to walk safely on a 
loose lead. 

• Exercises their dog daily. 

• Socialises their dog safely throughout its life. 

• Keeps their dog healthy with nutritious food, clean water & keeps up to date with health sched-
ules recommended by their veterinarian such as vaccinations & de-worming. 

• Has their dog desexed if not intended for breeding. 

THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A DOG IN THE FAMILY… 

Benefits of pet ownership have been identified in areas of child development, family harmony & 
even health. Pets are important in children’s lives both for the enjoyment that they bring now as 
well as the role rehearsal for future adult activities. 

Pet ownership can help children to: 

• Learn to care & nurture others 

• Develop a sense of responsibility 

• Establish a daily exercise routine 

• Develop friendships. 

SOME DOG OWNING RESPONSIBILITIES... 

• Register your dog with the local council & familiarise yourself with the local laws. 

• Keep your dog in your yard. 

• Leash your dog in public places unless allowed off leash. Your dog must always be under your 
control. 

• Take responsibility for any faeces or damage from your dog. 

• If you become concerned about your dog’s behaviour seek professional advice immediately. 

TEACH CHILDREN THAT A DOG SHOULD BE LEFT ALONE IF IT… 

• Lifts its lips 

• Growls 

• Backs away 

• Raises the hair on its back 

• Stares at you. 

HELP TO REDUCE DOG BITES IN CHILDREN BY... 

• SUPERVISION. Children always need constant, close supervision when near dogs, especially 
during play. When you cannot supervise dogs & kids then separate them. 

• Teach children to leave a dog alone when sleeping, eating or gnawing a bone. 

• Teach children & your dog to be gentle with each other. 

• Seek professional advice about socialising dogs & kids. 

IF WANTING TO PAT A DOG... 

• Teach your child to always ask permission from their carer & the dog owner if they want to pat 
a dog, even if they know the dog. 

• Never proceed if either the dog or children are not calm & content to be involved. 

• Show your child first how to pat a dog & always closely supervise. 

• If approaching a dog; approach on an angle, move slowly & calmly, curl your fingers into a fist 
& allow the dog to sniff the back of your hand, then stroke the dog gently on the chest or under 
the chin. Always be gentle. 

• Wash your hands after patting. 
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WHAT IN THE 
WORLD?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BARK, BARK, 

BARK, BARK.. 

Only in America... 

The American Kennel Club has decided to recognise these new breeds of dogs that are the    
result of cross breeding: 

• Collie + Lhaso Apso: Collapso, a dog that folds up for easy transport.  

• Spitz + Chow Chow: Spitz-Chow, a dog that throws up alot. 

• Bloodhound + Borzoi: Bloody Bore, a dog that's not much fun.  

• Pointer + Setter: Poinsetter, a traditional Christmas pet.  

• Kerry Blue Terrier + Skye Terrier: Blue Skye, a dog for visionaries.  

• Pekingese + Lhaso Apso: Peekasso, an abstract dog.  

• Labrador Retriever + Curly Coated Retriever:  Lab Coat Retriever, the choice of research  

          scientists.  

• Newfoundland + Basset Hound: Newfound Asset Hound, a dog for financial advisers.  

• Terrier + Bulldog: Terribull, a dog that makes awful mistakes.  

• Bloodhound + Labrador: Blabrador, a dog that barks incessantly. 

• Malamute + Pointer: Moot Point, owned by...oh, well, it doesn't matter anyway.  

• Collie + Malamute: Commute, a dog that travels to work.  

• Deerhound + Terrier: Derriere, a dog that's true to the end. 

• Poodle + Min Pin: PooPin, a dog for constipated people. 

 

 

IS YOUR BARKING DOG DRIVING YOU CRAZY?? 

There are a number of common reasons for barking.. 

 

BOREDOM - Your dog can be bored even if you have a big backyard. Take them for a walk 

every day; make sure they have plenty of toys; and they are not along for long periods of time. 

 

ANXIETY - Barking can be a symptom of stress in your dogs life. This may be due to fear or anx-

iousness from people, objects or events - especially if these are unknown experiences. Separa-

tion anxiety is another common cause. 

 

DISTURBANCES - People arriving at the front gate or door can set off barking, but this is usually 

sort lived and the sight of an owner can ease the noise. 

 

DISCOMFORT - Pain or discomfort from illness or a limited space may cause barking. A        

normally quiet dog barking may indicate pain or illness. 

 

EXCITEMENT - Dogs get excited about activities they love. Some run exuberantly, while others 

tend to bark - forgetting when to stop! 

** Taken from the booklet ‘Woolworths pets, your guide to pet care for spring’, page 8.  
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The club provides a range of Black Dog products to assist with training. When purchasing through 
the club you receive the items at a better price than purchasing direct, as well as the club  receiving  
some funds. 
 
Black Dog Wear design and make equipment for Positive Reward Training and go to great lengths to 
ensure that everything is heavily tested, under all sorts of conditions, by dogs and trainers, before 
anything goes on sale. 
 
Quality  Guarantee is simple - they'll replace a Black Dog product if any of the workmanship or    
components fail within the first 6 months of normal use. Black Dog Wear don’t consider an item 
which has been chewed as a guarantee issue, chewing is a training issue and not something Black 
Dog has any control over. 

Looking for that addition to help boost the effectiveness of your training? 
Look no further than Blackdog wear!  

TREAT POUCH - For holding food treats while training. The Spring Mouth 

Opening makes it easy to get your dog's favourite rewards quickly and 

easily, yet the pouch springs closed with the touch of a finger - to keep 

treats secure while you are moving around. 

 

Wide range of collars 

Standard Collar- for every day use 

Training – offer effective  training without the harshness  and pain of  a 

chocker chain 

Limited Slip Collar - designed to tighten if a dog pulls on the lead making 

it difficult for a dog to slip its collar 

Agility collars - 

Bred specific collars Italian greyhound , whippet, sight hound  

 

SMART LEAD - A quality lead for everyday use, with the added advantage 

of being length adjustable and enabling you to securely tether your dog 

to a tree or pole without unclipping the lead from your dog, or tying 

PLAIN LEAD - is for those trainers wanting a high quality basic lead of a 

slightly longer length. Lengths available 1m & 1.8m 

RALLY LEAD - Designed for Rally Competition, but equally useful as a 

longer walking lead, 2m 

BRACE LEAD - The lead is made from one piece of webbing, knotted 

around a metal swivel connector at the top - this enables the knot to be 

loosened and the arms to be adjusted, one shorter, the other longer. It's 

very handy if you walk 2 dogs of different sizes. 

Double Ended Lead - An extremely versatile lead design, it is length ad-

justable, can also be used as a temporary tether or to connect from a 

harness to collar etc.  

Just a few products with much more available.  Please see Natalie or 

Nicole at ‘THE DOG SHOP.’ 

 

A Word From  

Our Sponsors 

 

 

BLACKDOG 
WEAR 
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A Word From  

Our Sponsors 

 

ARK VET   

COMPANION 
ANIMAL    

VETERINARY 
CENTRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALE DOG 
WASH 

 

Sale Car & Boat Wash 

Incorporating #1 Dog Wash - The Number 1 Dog wash 

(Sale Car & Boat Wash) is one of the proud sponsors of the EGDOC 

so why not show them we appreciated their sponsorship!  

321-325 York Street, Sale 

$10 for 10 minutes 
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NEW VETERINARY SERVICE IN SALE 

Mannix and Taylor Veterinary Services 0429 795 353 

Dr Jeremy Mannix and Dr Rachel Taylor are        
Veterinarians based in Sale. Their new mobile     
veterinary service has been up and running for    
several months now.  

This fantastic new service gives you extra options- pets can now be seen in the comfort of their 
own home environment.  Our clients are finding it great if; they have multiple animals, animals 
that don't like the clinic or coming across other dogs, people who are less mobile due to age, or 
young children, large or ill pets that are difficult to transport, helping pets have a peaceful, non 
stressful end through home euthanasia. 

Dr Jeremy and Dr Rachel are well known local veterinarians in Sale, with over 26 years of   
combined experience.  They are fully qualified veterinarians with areas of special interest, where 
they have done extended study, in dermatology, cancer treatment and ultrasound diagnostics. 
Dr Jeremy lives in Sale and has 2 cats, a naughty labrador and 3 chooks.  He is often seen 
walking his dog James, around the Lake Guthridge area.  He grew up in Wangaratta in country 
Victoria and always had silkie terriers and chooks as a child.  Dr Jeremy became a veterinarian 
after he did work experience at a vets when he was at university and realised his calling. 

Dr Rachel grew up near Bendigo on a beef cattle property and always had pet chickens, cats, 
dogs and her own calves to raise.  She worked on a farm during her school holidays, which 
made her realise she wanted to work with animals.  Rachel has 2 children and enjoys surgery. 
Mannix and Taylor Veterinary Services has a permanent home base in Sale.  The base has a 
well equipped surgery that includes anaesthetics, monitoring equipment, intravenous fluid    
therapy, hospitalisation facilities, dentistry and a sterile surgical facility.  The Vet-Van which is on 
the road doing house calls caters for vaccinations, sick pet checks, routine worming and flea 
treatments and also has a pharmacy on board.  All patient records are fully computerised. 

Pets don't just get sick during regular working hours, so an emergency service is available at 
other times.  Please phone the regular number and you will be diverted through to our        
emergency veterinary service. 

We offer great service and state-of-the-art treatment, but that doesn't mean we are more       
expensive.  Our prices are in line with other 'average-priced vets'.  We operate efficiently and 
give you options.  We are happy to provide an estimate prior to treatment. Please phone us and 
we look forward to giving your dog a big pat soon! 

Phone : 0429 795 353 

 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank to all our contributors to this months newsletter, your effort in pulling together the articles 
has been very much appreciated. 

Thank you also to our readers, we hope you have enjoyed the content. If you have any com-
ments, suggestions, articles you would like me to include in the next edition, please email Nicole 
Jenkins at:  jenkinini@gmail.com 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

The East Gippsland Dog Obedience Club (EGDOC) accepts no responsibility for any injuries or 
damage to persons or property on club grounds or other venues. The EGDOC accepts no     
responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisements or articles placed in this newsletter. 

EGDOC 
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Messages 
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Editor 


