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Coming Events  

Sunday 5 May  

EGDOC Annual General 

Meeting, Velodrome, Sale 

10.15am. All Welcome. 

Thursday 9  May  

EGDOC Committee   

Meeting, Sale RSL     

Meeting Room (York 

Street, Sale),  7.30pm. All 

Welcome. 

Sunday 19 May  

RSPCA - Million Paws 

Walk, Lake Guthridge, 

10am start 

Saturday 6 July  

EGDOC 6th Endurance 

Test - see details inside 

 

 

Disclaimer  

The East Gippsland Dog Obedi-

ence Club (EGDOC) Inc. takes no 

responsibility for any injuries or 

damage to persons or property on 

club grounds or other venues. 

EGDOC Inc. accepts no responsi-

bility for the accuracy of any adver-

tisements or articles placed in this 

newsletter. 

Message from the Editor 
May is here, with crisp mornings and     

beautiful sunny afternoons. I hope you have 

been able to get out and about with your 

dogs :)  

May is a busy month, starting with our    

Annual General Meeting at the Club on     

Sunday 5 May at 10.15am. I hope you can 

all hang around and participate in this short, 

but important meeting. 

As we get closer to the middle of the year, 

our June trial is approaching and calls for 

volunteers will be coming shortly.. Any time 

you can give to help out at these days (even 

if just for an hour or two) is most               

appreciated.  

Now, this is not something I’d generally put 

in my Editors message, but as I like the  

picture below, I thought it was a good time 

for the reminder (even though you already 

do a great job at keeping our grounds neat 

and tidy :)  Thank you, enjoy the read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS for 2013  

House keeping 

Name Tag - please remember to wear it at 

the Club. If there is not one on the board 

please speak with the membership officer. 

Name tag board is by alphabetical order, 

Surname first. 

Sign the book - this is provided every Sun-

day for insurance purposes. It is located on 

the table near the name tag board. 

Please pick up after your dog. There is a 

bin provided for all your garbage & dog poo. 

Please make sure that poo is in a plastic bag 

before it goes into the bin. 

Free tea and coffee for members - Please 

clean up after yourself. Feel free to stay after 

classes and “have a cuppa” and chat with 

other members. Soft drinks are $1 ea, 

chocolates are 50c ea. Help yourself. There 

is a money tin in the fridge. This runs on an 

honour system.  

In this issue 

EGDOC Committee Positions P.2 

Club Sponsorship Deal: Food vouchers P.3 

Congratulations and EGDOC Events P.4 

Rest in Peace, “Maisie” Vernon P.5 

Class & Trial updates, Club library P.6 

Black Dog Wear - New Products P.7-9 

Animal Aid - donations wanted P.10 

Time for a chuckle P.11 

A word from our Sponsors P.12 - 14 
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EGDOC Committee Positions 

President: Peter McMaster 

Vice President: Pat Brewer 

Secretary: Nicole Jenkins 

Treasurer: Kathy Vernon 

Committee Members: Sue Bryant, Natalie Evans, 

Vicki Green, Leah Hepworth, Nicole Jenkins, Nicole 

Newman, Lynne Rapson, Frank Vanatta, Janice    

Vanatta, Tee Watt 

 

Club Room Supplies: Denise Hennessey 

Equipment Sales: Natalie Evans & Nicole Newman 

Instructors: Pat Brewer, Sue Bryant, Laura Duck, 

Sherran Howlett, Peter McMaster, Lynne Rapson, 

Melissa Tatterson, Anne Thomas, Frank Vanatta, 

Janice Vanatta, Kathy Vernon, Beryl Walden, Mavis 

Weymouth  

Instructors in Training:Leah Hepworth, Sarah    

Vranek 

Librarian: Your instructor, but we are looking for a 

volunteer. 

 

Membership Officer: Natalie Evans 

Newsletter Editor: Nicole Jenkins 

Publicity Officer: Looking for a volunteer 

Puppy Preschool Instructors: Sue Bryant, Natalie 

Evans, Leah Hepworth, Janice Vanatta, Mavis    

Weymouth 

Raffles/Fundraising: Beryl Walden 

 

Sub Committee Coordinators  

Agility:Pat Brewer 

Catering at trials: Looking for Volunteers 

Obedience: Janice Vanatta 

Webmaster: Phil Miller 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

The East Gippsland 

Dog Obedience     

Committee (EGDOC)

now meets in the Sale 

RSL meeting room 

once a month on every 

second Thursday. 

 

Next Meeting will be 

held on  Thursday 9 

May 2013 at 7.30pm. 

 

New members are   

always welcome and 

encouraged to         

participate to have a 

say in the running of 

the Club. 

 

We are still looking for 

volunteers to act as the 

Librarian, Publicity  

Officer and also to   

assist with Catering at 

Trials. If interested, 

please speak to any 

member of the Club 

Committee. 

 

 

Life Members 

1984  Val Karpys 

1987  Mike White 

1987  Karen White 

1989  Janice Vanatta 

1989  Mavis Weymouth 

 

1990  Rob Williams 

1990  Carol Williams 

1994  Rex White 

1994  Jo Morgan 

1998 Joan Kingshott (dec.) 

 

2000  Fiona Gilbert 

2000  Alicia Larsen 

2001  Willy Lucas 

2008  Pat Brewer 

2011 Peter McMaster 

 

2011  Kathy Vernon 

2011  Lynne Rapson 

2011  Beryl Walden 

2012  Natalie Evans 

2012  Sue Bryant 

2012  Frank Vanatta  
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Speak to your instructor to receive your $20 discount vouchers to use at 

‘Fish and Feather’ in Sale (nearest stockist).  

We also have sample bags for you to take home for your beloved pet to try. Make sure 

you get yourself a bag when you are next at Club. 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT’S A BOY!!  

Congratulations to Melissa and Matt Tatterson who welcomed their new baby boy,             
Jimmy Matthew Tatterson to the world on the 28 March 2013 at 9.41am, weighing 3.98kg.  

Big brother Blake is ecstatic to have a younger brother.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EGDOC Events - Endurance Test, 6 July 2013 

Natalie Evans... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PURE FUN, PURE SPORT, PURE ENDURANCE  

What is endurance?  

If you want to have fun with your dog, training it for something different & at the same time prov-
ing it has stamina & willingness to work with you, this could be the test for you.  

Can you ride a bike at the same time as controlling your dog on the end of a loose two meter 
lead, or are you a runner who will be quite happy to run 20kms with your dog? If so, then read on. 

You have to be able to train your dog to run along side you whilst you either ride your bike or run 
with him/her. Experience has shown that you do not need to cover long distances during training, 
frequent runs over shorter distances, gradually building the dog’s fitness is the way to go. 

The endurance test is over a distance of 20kms & is split into three sections, the first being 
eight kilometers. The second & third are six kilometers. There is a break of 15 minutes between 
the first & second sections & 20 minutes between the second & third sections.  

All this is carefully watched over by a judge. The dog’s fitness & condition is monitored by a team 
of vets who examine each dog during the breaks.  

Any person entering an ET must supply a certificate from their vet confirming the dog’s fitness to 
take part. You do not have to worry about your dog’s ability to continue during the test, as it is 
being constantly checked. 

At the beginning, & before any running takes place, the team of vets will check each dog and 
compare the data on the certificate supplied on entry with its current condition. If all is OK the 
judge will give the handler and dog a very simple obedience test to check its willingness to obey. 

The running or cycling part of the ET is carried out at a speed of 10kms per hour or one kilometer 
every six minutes. This is really a very gentle jog for cyclist or runner and most dogs enjoy gaiting 
at this speed. The whole test takes two hours and 35 minutes including the intervening breaks. 

During the breaks & again 15 minutes after the end of the 20kms the vets will check your dog’s 
condition. After the final vet check, there will be a repeat of the simple obedience test to prove 
your dog is just as willing to obey as he was before the ET began. 

THE CLUB WILL BE HOLDING IT’S  6TH ENDURANCE TEST ON SATURDAY 6TH JULY 
2013. If you are interested in competing or helping out on the day please see Natalie Evans 

 

MILLION PAWS WALK 

Check out the details on how to register for the event. The walk starts at 10am sharp at Lake 
Guthridge. http://www.millionpawswalk.com.au/Victoria/Walk_locations/Sale.htm 
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Rest in Peace 

“Maisie” Vernon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Maisie” Vernon, 30/3/2002 - 19/3/2013 

Those of us that take part in the agility program all have a special bond with our dogs.  They are 
not just dogs to us.  Their health and their joy for living is our primary concern.  We are constantly 
monitoring their weight, giving supplements to help them stay strong, playing games and building 
the relationship between us to one that is tested in very distracting environments.  Because of the 
bond we have, our dogs will chose to be with us rather than chase the other dogs. 

They will come when called and they will run with speed around 
an agility course while focusing on their owner for direction.  They 
are a very special part of our families, not just a dog, they are a 
family member and given every bit as much consideration as any 
human member of our families are given.  Spouses may say they 
are given more consideration!  So when our partner passes 
away, it is extremely sad.  We lose our best mate, not just a dog.  
We lose that companionship on our walks.  We lose that family 
member that is constantly by our side.  We lose the enthusiastic 
welcomes we are given every time we appear, even if we have 
only been gone for five minutes.  We lose the social network that 
we were both involved with.  The loss is huge. 

Recently, Kathy Vernon, our Club’s Treasurer and Life Member, suffered exactly this loss when 
Masie passed away.  Masie had retired from the agility ring late last year, and Charlie was now 
training her in RallyO. 

Maisie was enjoying her life right up until her last week.  Going for her walks each day, helping 
Rob in the shed repairing engines, playing with the children. Masie was almost eleven years old 
and began at the Club when she was a puppy.   

She graduated to Grade 3 in Obedience, but when working off 
lead, she would spend most of her time running to the agility 
training area every time she heard a dog go through the tunnel, 
and so began her agility career.   She came along each Sunday 
and was often accompanied by the rest of her family.  When she 
started in agility, she would bark at the other dogs running 
around in anticipation of having her turn.  Her favourite toy was 
the “Floss” which was a rope tug, very frayed on one end from 
all the chewing, and a ball.  Masie would do anything for the op-
portunity to play with these toys.  As you are not allowed to take 
toys into the ring, Kathy would go to quite some lengths to make 
those toys suddenly disappear and create a dog that wanted to 
earn that toy back.  

As Masie matured, she spent her waiting time playing with 
Charlee and Delanie.  When they were not present, she 
was always on the lookout for them to arrive.  Masie’s agility 
career was very successful.  She won the Club’s Top Agility 
Dog in 2006 and again in 2010.  She gained many titles - 
Endurance Dog, Jumping Dog Masters, Agility Dog Open, 
Agility Dog Excellent, Strategic Pairs Dog, Gamblers Dog 
Excellent, Snooker Dog and Therapy Dog. 

In August last year Charlee (aged 7) commenced training 
Masie for RallyO. They went to one trial and achieved two 
passes.  Charlee was hoping to gain her title at our Clubs 
trial in June 2013.  As a therapy dog, Masie loved visiting 
the oldies at Laurina Lodge, where she received heaps of 
pats.  If a patient was to bend down low, then Masie would not miss the opportunity for a quick 
lick.  

For those of us in the Agility program we feel the loss also.  Masie was part of our pack.  Those 
of us that were involved with Kathy and Masie, along with the Committee, wish to extend our  
sincerest sympathies to Kathy, Rob, Charlee and Delanie. 

We will always remember Masie fondly.  She was one special dog. 
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CLASS UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIAL UPDATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB LIBRARY 

Therapy Dogs: 

Visits continue to go well, with approximately three undertaken each month.  

 

Puppy Pre-school: 

There are five puppies in the April class.  

 

Obedience: 

All classes progressing nicely, even though it is a large class, Mavis is doing a tremendous job! 

It was pleasing to see so many instructors and members attend the Dog Behaviour Seminar that 
was hosted by Sale Maffra Vets. Gabrielle Carter, a renowned dog behaviourist covered topics 
such as aggression, separation anxiety and nuisance barking. Her talk was very informative and 
interesting. 

 

Agility: 

The agility class has a few extra people wanting to join. The current class (recently advanced 
beginners and experienced members) is going well. 

 

March Mini Trial: 

115 registrations were received with $500 profit gained. A great day had by all. Thanks to all who 
helped out and participated :) 

 

June Trial: 

All seems to be going well so far. 

We are always looking for volunteers to assist with preparations over the trial weekend, so 
please don’t be shy and put your hand up. The more the merrier! Speak to Janice Vanatta for 
more details. 

 

Endurance Testing: 

Two entries received so far. If anyone else is interested to register, please speak with Natalie 
Evans. 

 

 

Library: 

It has been great to see that more and more members and instructors alike are borrowing books 
and DVD’s from our Club Library. 

I can assure that our books are not as old as the ones below, so don’t hesitate to speak with your 
instructor for ideas on how to improve dog behaviours and skills at home and at Club. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speak to any instructor or Natalie Evans to see all the Black Dog Wear items that the 
Club sells at VERY GOOD RATES.   

 

There is a display of items inside the Club rooms, so feel free to have a browse :) 

 

 

Did you know our Club has 210 members!   :)  
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NEW PRODUCTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These look fantastic and very handy so you don’t have to carry around big bags of food 
or fumble around in your pockets for those treats! 

 

Speak to any instructor or Natalie Evans to see all the Black Dog Wear items that the 
Club sells at VERY GOOD RATES.   
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NEW PRODUCTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speak to any instructor or Natalie Evans to see all the Black Dog Wear items that the 
Club sells at VERY GOOD RATES.   
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ANIMAL AID 

 

Natalie Evans 

Nicole Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations Wanted 

Please give generously, particularly as we are starting to come into the colder months of the 
year.  
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TIME FOR A 
CHUCKLE :)  
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The club provides a range of Black Dog products to assist with training. When purchasing through 
the club you receive the items at a better price than purchasing direct, as well as the club  receiving  
some funds. 
 
Black Dog Wear design and make equipment for Positive Reward Training and go to great lengths to 
ensure that everything is heavily tested, under all sorts of conditions, by dogs and trainers, before 
anything goes on sale. 
 
Quality  Guarantee is simple - they'll replace a Black Dog product if any of the workmanship or    
components fail within the first 6 months of normal use. Black Dog Wear don’t consider an item 
which has been chewed as a guarantee issue, chewing is a training issue and not something Black 
Dog has any control over. 

Looking for that addition to help boost the effectiveness of your training? 
Look no further than Blackdog wear!  

TREAT POUCH - For holding food treats while training. The Spring Mouth 

Opening makes it easy to get your dog's favourite rewards quickly and 

easily, yet the pouch springs closed with the touch of a finger - to keep 

treats secure while you are moving around. 

 

Wide range of collars 

Standard Collar- for every day use 

Training – offer effective  training without the harshness  and pain of  a 

chocker chain 

Limited Slip Collar - designed to tighten if a dog pulls on the lead making 

it difficult for a dog to slip its collar 

Agility collars - 

Bred specific collars Italian greyhound , whippet, sight hound  

 

SMART LEAD - A quality lead for everyday use, with the added advantage 

of being length adjustable and enabling you to securely tether your dog 

to a tree or pole without unclipping the lead from your dog, or tying 

PLAIN LEAD - is for those trainers wanting a high quality basic lead of a 

slightly longer length. Lengths available 1m & 1.8m 

RALLY LEAD - Designed for Rally Competition, but equally useful as a 

longer walking lead, 2m 

BRACE LEAD - The lead is made from one piece of webbing, knotted 

around a metal swivel connector at the top - this enables the knot to be 

loosened and the arms to be adjusted, one shorter, the other longer. It's 

very handy if you walk 2 dogs of different sizes. 

Double Ended Lead - An extremely versatile lead design, it is length ad-

justable, can also be used as a temporary tether or to connect from a 

harness to collar etc.  

Just a few products with much more available.  Please see Natalie or 

Nicole at ‘THE DOG SHOP.’ 

 

A Word From  

Our Sponsors 

 

 

BLACKDOG 
WEAR 
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A Word From  

Our Sponsors 

 

ARK VET   

COMPANION 
ANIMAL    

VETERINARY 
CENTRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALE DOG 
WASH 

 

Sale Car & Boat Wash 

Incorporating #1 Dog Wash - The Number 1 Dog wash 

(Sale Car & Boat Wash) is one of the proud sponsors of the EGDOC 

so why not show them we appreciated their sponsorship!  

321-325 York Street, Sale 

$10 for 10 minutes 
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NEW VETERINARY SERVICE IN SALE (0429 735 353) 

Mason House has had a 4 legged transformation. 

Driving along Reeve St you've probably noticed a dramatic 
change in the Mason House building on the corner near the 
Safeway petrol station. Mason House was previously a human 
medical practice and it is now the permanent home base of THE 
VETS. 

The Mason House Surgery has certainly undergone an amazing transformation in its upgrading 
to meet the standards of our 4 legged friends! This starts with the fantastic parking, so that it is 
safe to hop out of the car and get to the front door. As you walk in you may notice the solar pan-
els on the roof. This is only a fraction of the panels which are also hidden in the central roof 
area. 

Once inside there is a pleasantly clean and fresh, relaxing light filled waiting area. You may no-
tice there is very little odour. Some of those solar panels are driving a ventilation system that 
causes an air change every 60 minutes. Making for a more pleasant environment for you and 
your pet, and better disease control. 

There are 2 spacious, pet friendly consulting rooms with seating to create a private area for visit-
ing ill patients that have been hospitalised, and another family friendly room with toys to enter-
tain the 2 legged children. These consult rooms are computerised and also feature large screen 
LCD tvs so that you can see what the vet sees when they look down your pets ear. 

There is a well equipped sterile surgical facility including state of the art anaesthetics, monitoring 
equipment, intravenous fluid therapy, hospitalisation facilities, digital x-ray, dentistry and ultra-
sound. The little things that mean better care for your pet have not been overlooked. The sur-
gery has a large glass wall so that post-operative patients can be constantly monitored, not left 
unobserved in a closed off kennel area. 

The mobile VET VAN has been up and running, for several months now. The Vet-Van which is 
on the road doing house calls caters for vaccinations, sick pet checks, routine worming and flea 
treatments and also has a pharmacy on board. This service will continue to operate alongside 
the Mason House Surgery in order to offer local residents a fully integrated, complete veterinary 
service. 

THE VETS is an independent, locally owned veterinary service, operated by Dr Jeremy Mannix 
and Dr Rachel Taylor. They offer great personalised, professional service and are not part of an 
impersonal chain. You will see the same vets and nurses every time. 
They also have state-of-the-art treatment, but that doesn't mean they 
are more expensive. Many of the features of the clinic weren't all that 
more expensive to include, but just required a bit of extra care and 
thought to incorporate. The prices are in line with other 'average-
priced vets'. THE VETS operate efficiently and pass on those savings 
to their clients. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank to all our contributors to this months newsletter, your effort in pulling together the articles 
has been very much appreciated. If you have any comments, suggestions, articles you would 
like me to include in the next edition, please email Nicole Jenkins at:  jenkinini@gmail.com 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

The East Gippsland Dog Obedience Club (EGDOC) accepts no responsibility for any injuries or 
damage to persons or property on club grounds or other venues. The EGDOC accepts no     
responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisements or articles placed in this                       
newsletter. 

EGDOC 
I S SUE  

JUNE  

20 12  
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A Word From  

Our Sponsors 
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TAYLOR    

VETERINARY 
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